THE  TWO  EXAMPLES                               187

established no executive. The Constitution repaired
the omission and under the Constitution the executive
is the President. There has thus been latent in the
Presidency from the very first a certain reserve of
power that Jefferson drew upon when he carried
through the Louisiana Purchase and that Lincoln
drew upon when he issued his Emancipation Procla-
mation. To some extent, therefore, the Presidency is
an emergency symbol. In the period of quiet progress
that succeeded the civil war the President's importance
was subordinate to that of Congress, and Brycc, writ-
ing at the height of this period, though after the Con-
stitution had been in operation for a full century, even
thought it worth while to note the suggestion that the
Presidency could be abolished on the ground that its
work was done.

No one would advance such a suggestion now* It is
the Vice-Presidcnt whose position is now called in
question. He has certain constitutional resemblance
to an English Prince of Wales; so long as he holds his
position he has nothing definite to do. unless the Presi-
dent dies, when he becomes the head of the State.
It is true that he is the official Chairman of the Senate
but, as he is not a member of that body, he leaves all
important rulings to be settled by the Senators and if
he is not interested in debates, he is content to allow a
Senator to replace him in the Chair. At the rime tflt
Constitution was drawn up the Senate was thought of
rather as a Council working in close co-operation
with the President, and it is possible that the Vice-
President was intended to serve as a direct link